[image: Description: MJCC Logo - Grey Text]POLICIES & PROCEDURES

CHILD SAFE RISK MANAGEMENT

POLICY STATEMENT
Our service is committed to identifying, assessing, and reducing potential risks to children to ensure their safety, wellbeing, and inclusion in all environments. Educators actively implement preventative strategies, engage children in understanding risks, and foster a culture where safety, empowerment, and participation are prioritised.

CONSIDERATIONS
	Education and Care Services National Regulations
	77, 85–87, 97, 98, 100–102, 103, 105, 110, 114, 168, 170, 171, 176

	National Quality Standard
	QA1, QA2, QA3, QA4, QA7

	Other Service Policies/Documentation
	· Emergency & Evacuation Policy
· Excursion Policy
· Supervision Policy
· Providing a Child Safe Environment Policies
· Work Health & Safety procedures
· Incident, Injury, Trauma & Illness Policy

	Other
	· Work Health and Safety Act 2011
· Child Safe Standards (Office of the Children’s Guardian)
· My Time, Our Place Framework




PROCEDURE

· All staff must hold a current Working With Children Check and complete an induction that includes child-safe practices.
· All emergency scenarios are identified and have corresponding risk assessments (see Emergency and Evacuation Policy).
· An annual service-wide risk audit is completed collaboratively by educators and management to evaluate safety procedures.
· All activities involving an element of risk require a Benefit Risk Assessment conducted with the children before and after the activity.
· All excursions require a documented risk assessment prior to the event (see Excursion Policy).
· Daily indoor and outdoor safety checks are conducted to ensure ongoing hazard identification and prevention.
· Ratios will reflect risk context: 1:15 general, 1:10 excursions, and 1:5 near water.
· Children are supported to identify, assess, and manage age-appropriate risks to promote empowerment and responsibility.
· Contractors and visitors must follow service access protocols and will not be left unsupervised in child-accessible areas.
· All incidents or near misses are documented and reviewed for continuous improvement.
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